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RMYC 25th Anniversary QUARTER CENTURY CHAMPIONS 
In honor of RMYC’s 25th anniversary, we have identified QUARTER CENTURY CHAMPIONS, both 
individuals and organizations that have made a significant positive impact on RMYC over the years. 
These CHAMPIONS were recognized at RMYC’s 25th Anniversary Celebration in September. 
 
INDIVIDUAL QUARTER CENTURY CHAMPIONS 

• Steve Anthony: Steve is a Project Partner from Garfield County. Steve has been a strong 
advocate for RMYC corps programs and projects in Garfield County for many years.  

• Russ and Shine Atha: Russ and Shine have been long time, strong supporters of RMYC every 
year since 2011. 

• Ann Baker-Easley: Ann is the Founder of the Colorado Youth Corps Association, and assisted 
with the RMYC’s privatization to a non-profit organization. Ann now heads up Volunteers for 
Outdoor Colorado. 

• Margi Briggs-Casson: Margi is our current board president, and has served since 2013. She 
advocated heavily for our School Based Mentoring and Yampa Valley Science School programs 
in her role as Steamboat Springs Middle School counselor.  

• Ken Brink: Ken served on the inaugural board and advocated heavily for RMYC as Director of 
Stagecoach and Steamboat Lake State Parks, especially for our Youth Crews in the early years. 
Ken continued to advocate on the state level, serving on the Colorado Youth Corps Association 
board as Deputy Director of Colorado Parks & Wildlife. Ken was given a 21 water-gun salute 
upon resignation from the RMYC board! 

• Evan (Stu) Christopher: Stu worked for RMYC for several years, participating on conservation 
corps crews and serving as a field coordinator. Stu is our largest alumni donor, engaging 
originally with the capital campaign, and remaining as a recurring monthly donor. 

• Sally Claassen: Sally served on the board for 10 years, and made significant financial 
contributions, provided legal consultation, advocated heavily, and was known as the Queen of 
Buttermilk Pancakes at our annual All-Crew Rendezvous. 

• Win & Elaine Dermody: Win and Elaine have been donors and advocates since 2008, and even 
shared their grandchildren with the program. Elaine is a founder of the Friends of the 
Wilderness, and Win and Elaine were recently highlighted in the Steamboat Today paper on 
how to live a longer, healthier and happier life! 

• Mary Ann Duffey: Mary Ann served on the board for 13 years, and has been a personal and 
professional mentor to Gretchen and all of the board members. She and husband, John, have 
been steady and significant annual donors since 2006. 

• Jon Feiges: Jon was our first ever Community Development Crew leader, essentially forming 
that program in the early 1990’s. Jon returned as a Program Manager in the 2000’s, and later 
as a board member. Jon also found his wife, Kristen, at RMYC many moons ago! 

• Avrom Feinberg: Avrom served as one of our first Regional Service Crew leaders in 1994, and 
returned to manage the Yampa Valley Science School program, and to establish the Associate 
Director position. Av currently serves on our board of directors.  

• Jay Fetcher: Jay has been a strong advocate for RMYC and has graciously hosted our All-Crew 
Rendezvous at the Fetcher Barn at Steamboat Lake since 2010.  

• Kent Foster: Kent has been a part of RMYC since day one, coordinating our first Forest Service 
project in 1993, serving on the inaugural board (until his supervisor found out!), and he 
continues to be a strong advocate for RMYC projects, funding, and support. 
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• Valerie Gates: Relatively new to RMYC, Valerie sat on the Gates Family Foundation grant 
allocation committee which funded our capital project in 2016. She has since established 
herself as a significant individual donor, and recently engaged RMYC’s conservation crews 
with trail projects on her ranchlands. 

• Greg Henion: Greg has donated thousands of hours of time and expertise over the 18 years of 
his role as board treasurer. Greg helps out as often as he can, when he’s not on river trips! 

• Terry Huffington: Terry has hosted our Yampa Valley Science School sixth-grade students at 
her greenhouse gardens for the past 7 years. She is a strong advocate and was a significant 
capital project donor. 

• Bob & Melrose Kuusinen: Bob and Melrose have been annual donors since 2008. Melrose has 
served on the board since 2010, and Bob has been a great funding partner in his role at Vectra 
Bank. 

• Jim & Susan Larson: Jim and Susan have been annual donors since 2008, contributing 
significantly to our capital project in 2016. They continue to advocate and support our youth 
programs. 

• Susie Leeson: Susie served on the board for 11 years, and as president for two years. She 
continues to be a strong advocate and committed donor, and has become a Real Rock star 
playing banjo and singing with the Broad Band! 

• Loretta McElhinney: Loretta is a strong advocate for projects in the Leadville Ranger District, 
with significant impact on our success with expanding our youth crews to Lake County. 

• Steve Moore: Steve has donated countless hours of engineering and architectural design time 
and expertise to both of our capital projects over the past nine years. I hear he’s retired now, 
so if you need some volunteer work done, he’s your man! 

• Suzanne Munn: Suzanne has served on the board since 2016 and has been a significant donor 
for our programs and capital project. Suzanne was also a strong catalyst for our relationship 
with the Friends of the Wilderness organization. 

• Dina Murray: Dina was RMYC’s first Financial Manager, and was responsible for crafting, 
submitting, and obtaining RMYC’s 501(c)3 Not-For-Profit certification in 1999.  

• Stacey Noonan: Stacey was Gretchen’s boss at the City of Steamboat Springs Parks and 
Recreation Department during the first six years of RMYC operations. She remains a strong 
advocate today. 

• Alex Olson: Alex served as one of RMYC’s first Regional Service Crew leaders in the early 
1990’s, and assisted in the transition of RMYC from the City of Steamboat Springs to a private 
non-profit in 1998-1999. Alex brought great foundational stability to the organization, as well 
as creative videos which can still be seen today. 

• Susan Petersen: Susan has been involved with RMYC since day one as a colleague at the City 
of Steamboat Springs, and continues to participate as a board member over the past 5 years. 
We continue to work together as she leads the Communities That Care effort here in Routt 
County! 

• Michelle Petix: I’m not sure what RMYC would be today if Michelle hadn’t been there 25 
years ago as my Assistant Director. She took over the Community Development Crew when 
RMYC left the City, and she served on our inaugural board. Michelle and I continue to 
collaborate in her capacity as the Executive Director of Partners in Routt County.  
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• Sonny and Donna Petrie: Sonny and Donna have been major supporters for our programs and 
capital project. Sonny has opened his Buffalo Pass property to RMYC crews for training, 
projects, and camping over the years.  

• Art Pope: Art first hired Gretchen as a crew leader for the Northwest Youth Corps in Oregon in 
1988, launching her corps career. He provided essential materials for RMYC start up, and 
remains a mentor and supporter. 

• Paul Sachs: Paul has served as our board secretary for 11 years, providing legal consultation 
and advocacy support above and beyond. In his spare time, he coordinates and runs 100 mile 
INSANE running races! 

• Bill & Barb Sanders: Bill and Barb are long time major donors, and Bill is a current Friends of 
the Wilderness member advocating for project partnerships.  

• John Saunders: John served on board for 10 years, and as President for three. John provided 
leadership training for crew leaders, and remains a strong advocate by referring Colorado 
Mountain College students. 

• Tony & Emily Seaver: Tony and Emily are long time major donors, including program and 
capital support. Tony also advocates for our project partnership with the Friends of the 
Wilderness. 

• Joy & Denny Swanson: Joy and Denny have been significant donors, including capital, 
programs, and in-kind goods from Ace Hardware. They continue to support and advocate for 
all RMYC programs. 

• Kevin Thompson: Kevin is a strong advocate for our Fire Crew. Through his role with the BLM 
Little Snake Resource Office, and the USFS, Kevin manages our saw and fire fighter 
certifications. 

• Peter Van De Carr: What can I say? Pete was the inspiration for me to privatize RMYC in 1998, 
and he served on the inaugural board for 9 years. Pete has been a long-time generous donor 
of programs, capital projects, and fundraisers. He’s always ready to help in any way, maybe 
for the good of RMYC, or maybe just to keep his wife happy! 

• Brandon Warren: Starting at age 16, Brandon served as a corps member, leader, field 
coordinator, and project manager over the years. Met his wife, Emily, on crew. He continues 
to advocate and support strongly. 

• Mona Warren: Mona has been a very gracious and recurring donor for 9 years strong! She’s 
even been known to feed our crews! 

• Mark Wertheimer: Mark has served in many different staff roles over the past 14 years. Mark 
maintains profound integrity and embodies RMYC’s mission and vision, heightening our 
profile amongst corps throughout the nation. 

• Pam & Steve Williams: Pam and Steve have been significant program supporters since 2016, 
and were major capital project donors. They continue to advocate for all our programs.  

• Chris Wilson: Chris was the Director of Parks & Recreation when RMYC started, and he served 
on our inaugural board. Chris is known for his brief and to-the-point conversations! 

• Pete Wither: Pete served as RMYC’s first ever board president. He has advocated for projects 
with Routt County Riders in the early years, and rallied capital project support. Pete even gave 
his own son, Scott, to the RMYC board of directors! 
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AGENCY QUARTER CENTURY CHAMPIONS 

• Alpine Bank of Steamboat Springs has funded local youth programs, scholarships, and our 
capital projects as well as being an annual Moonshine Ski & Dine sponsor. They’re the only 
local bank that would give RMYC a Line of Credit in 1999 when we had no collateral! 

• Anschutz Family Foundation is a long-time program grantor, supporting all of RMYC’s 
programs. Sue Anschutz-Rodgers is also the founder of the Rural Philanthropy Days! 

• Big Agnes/Honey Stinger/BAP! are long-time youth corps program supporters, including gear, 
clothing, and energy products for crews, staff and board members. They helped with our 
Capital project raffle, and are annual Moonshine Ski & Dine sponsors. Just overall great guys! 

• BLM Little Snake Resource Office, Craig, CO partnered with us in 1993 for the first ever RMYC 
conservation project at Diamond Peak. They continue to provide annual projects including 
firefighting and internships.  

• Boettcher Foundation provided a major grant for our capital project, and they have always 
been a strong supporter of Rural Philanthropy Days. 

• City of Steamboat Springs was our initial umbrella organization for first 6 years. They 
operated the Community Development Crew for 17 years after RMYC privatized, and they 
continue to support us through projects and grants. 

• Colorado Youth Corps Association assisted with the privatization of RMYC and continue to 
provide advocacy, funding and organizational support. Their current ED, Scott Segerstrom is 
an RMYC alumni! 

• Corporation for National and Community Service, AmeriCorps, Serve Colorado has been a 
major grantor since 2000, supporting the start-up of School-Based Mentoring and Yampa 
Valley Science School, conservation corps, and our AmeriCorps Education Awards program.  

• Craig-Scheckman Family Foundation has been a major grantor since 2006. They continue to 
provide advocacy and support for all RMYC programs. 

• Daniels Fund was a major grantor since 2002, including capital project and program support. 
They continue to be a strong advocate and leader in the Rural Philanthropy Days events. 

• Dinosaur National Monument has been a strong project partner since 2000, particularly with 
the Public Lands Corps initiative. We continue to maintain a strong project partner 
relationship. 

• Fox Construction managed both of our capital projects with great expertise and support, 
including donations of time and materials. They continue to support us through sponsorships 
and donations.  

• Garfield County has provided major annual project support for many years, and is a strong 
partner in our youth corps expansion project. 

• Gates Family Foundation was a major capital project donor and a strong supporter of Rural 
Philanthropy Days. We are currently working on a strategy to grow our Youth Corps program. 

• Great Outdoors Colorado has been a major project partner for decades. Currently, we are 
working together through the Inspire Initiative to bring our youth corps model to more rural 
communities of NW Colorado. 

• Hawkridge Endowment, Kate and Malcolm Hawk have been donors and advocates for 
decades. They continue to provide annual program support through their endowment, and 
Kate has even shared her expertise of job readiness during our leader trainings. 
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• Hayden School District is a long-time program partner with Yampa Valley Science School and 
a strong advocate for the School-Based Mentoring program. 

• Kettering Family Foundation is fairly new to RMYC, and was a major capital project grantor. 

• Luck Family Foundation is a long-time annual donor since 2008, providing steady support for 
all RMYC programs. 

• National Forest Foundation is a strong project partner through their Ski Conservation Fund 
program on the White River National Forest since 2011. They continue to provide funding to 
support tens of crew weeks each year. 

• Partners in Routt County is a long-time program partner, including strong collaboration with 
School-Based Mentoring, Yampa Valley Science School, State of Colorado Funding, and Routt 
County Youth Services Coalition. 

• Rocky Mountain National Park is a long-time project partner since 2000. We continue to 
expand our project collaborations annually. 

• Routt County is a major grantor since 1999. They continue to strongly support local youth 
program, including corps and science school. 

• Routt County Riders has been a long-time project partner and continues to strongly advocate 
and partner with RMYC. Their new ED, Kelly Northcutt, is an RMYC alumni and current board 
member! 

• Routt County United Way is a long time annual major grantor, since 2000, and has been 
within the top 10 funders every year since.  

• South Routt School District is a long-time program partner with Yampa Valley Science School 
and a strong advocate for the School-Based Mentoring program. 

• Stagecoach Reservoir State Park has been a project partner since 1995, and continues to 
collaborate with all of our youth corps programs. 

• State of Colorado, Tony Grampsas Youth Services is a long-time major funder of our youth 
programs throughout northwest Colorado, providing resources for strengthening youth 
resiliency and decreasing risk factors since 1996.  

• State of Colorado, Office of Behavioral Health has been a major grantor of youth programs, 
including the top contributor to RMYC’s youth corps expansion program. They provide 
resources for strengthening youth resiliency and decreasing risk factors. 

• Steamboat Lake State Park has been a project partner with our youth and conservation corps 
crews since 1994. They also assisted with the start-up of the Yampa Valley Science School. 

• Steamboat Ski & Resort Corporation has been a long-time grantor, supporting RMYC’s local 
youth programs since 2002 through the Ski Corps Environmental Fund. They hosted our first 
ever fundraiser, the 2004 Snowball.  

• Steamboat Springs Education Fund is a long-time major funder of the Yampa Valley Science 
School, since 2007. Thanks to the tax payers of Steamboat Springs! 

• Steamboat Springs School District is a long-time program partner with Yampa Valley Science 
School and a strong advocate for the School-Based Mentoring program. 

• The Corps Network is the national youth and conservation corps support agency, and has 
been providing federal level advocacy, funding, and partnerships to RMYC since 1997. 

• The Nature Conservancy, Carpenter Ranch is a long-time project and program partner. Not 
only did RMYC hold our 10th anniversary celebration there 15 years ago, but Pete and I also 
held our wedding rehearsal dinner there 20 years ago! 
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• USFS, Dillon Ranger District, White River National Forest is a long-time project partner and 
huge advocate for our Youth Corps Expansion Project. 

• USFS, Hahn’s Peak Ranger District, Medicine-Bow Routt National Forest was our first forest 
service project partner in 1993. They continue to be a strong annual project partner and 
advocate.  

• USFS, Leadville Ranger District, Pike-San Isabel National Forest is a long-time project partner 
and huge advocate for our youth corps program expansion project, along with their GOCO 
Inspire Initiative program. 

• Yampa River State Park has been a project partner with our youth and conservation corps 
crews since the park was created. They also provide facilities for our annual crew leader 
training. 

• Yampa Valley Community Foundation served as RMYC’s fiscal umbrella agency during 
transition from City of Steamboat Springs to privatization. They are a long-time grantor and 
manage RMYC’s endowment fund. 

 


